) RippLe

—_~ ripple-project.eu

PRESS RELEASE - HORIZON EUROPE — EU MISSION “RESTORE OUR OCEAN AND WATERS”

RIPPLE tackles river plastic pollution at its
source — before it reaches the sea

A new Horizon Europe project unites sixteen partners across Croatia, Greece
and Spain to stop plastics from entering rivers — and turn those that do into
resources for learning and innovation.

Zagreb, July 17th, 2026 — Plastic pollution in rivers is one of the fastest-growing threats to marine
ecosystems, with the majority of ocean plastics originating upstream. RIPPLE, a new project funded
under the European Union’s Horizon Europe programme, addresses this challenge at its source —
preventing plastics from entering rivers and, ultimately, the sea.

Coordinated by the Faculty of Architecture, University of Zagreb, with a sixteen-partner consortium
across Croatia, Greece and Spain, RIPPLE combines design thinking, maker innovation, citizen science,
and open participatory tools in a community-driven approach that goes beyond cleanup. It raises
awareness, educates, and empowers citizens and local stakeholders to change behaviours, while
transforming collected plastics into valuable resources through affordable maker technologies.

RIPPLE builds a multi-layered framework in which prevention, education, and reuse create small but
powerful changes — ripples — that expand into systemic impact, mobilising communities, schools, and
citizens as co-creators of solutions.

“River plastic is not only an environmental problem but a design and community challenge.
With RIPPLE we want to stop plastics before they ever reach the water — and show that what
we do collect can become a resource for learning and local innovation.”

— Roberto Vdovi¢, Coordinator, Faculty of Architecture, University of Zagreb
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CALL HORIZON-MISS-2025-03-OCEAN-02 — A toolbox for public authorities to address
marine plastics and litter from river to ocean

ACTION TYPE Innovation Action (HORIZON-IA)

COORDINATOR Faculty of Architecture, University of Zagreb

CONSORTIUM 16 partners - 3 countries (Croatia, Greece, Spain)

GRANT AGREEMENT No. 101296045

START DATE 1 September 2026

WEB ripple-project.eu

ABOUT RIPPLE RIPPLE (“Small changes. Systemic impact.”) is a Horizon Europe project under the EU Mission
“Restore our Ocean and Waters”, launching on 1 September 2026. Media: ripple@arhitekt.hr - ripple-project.eu
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AEATIO TYNOY - OPIZONTAZ EYPQIMH — ANMOZTOAH EE «AMOKATAZTAZH TQON QKEANQN KAI TQON YAATQN MAZ»

To RIPPLE avTIHETWMICEL TNV MAAOCTLKH pOTIAVON
TWV TTOTAMWY TNV TNYA TNG

‘Eva véo épyo Tou Opidovta Evpwnn evwvel dekaédL eTaipouvg o Kpoatia, EAAG@da kat
lomavia yia va epnmodicel Ta MAAOTIKA va KaTaAREouV OTA MOTAMLA — KAl Va
METATPEYPEL OE MOPOLG 60U KATAARYOULV.

ZAaykpeum, 17 lovAlov 2026 — H mAaoTIKA pOTIAVON TWY TMOTAUWY e{vat pia and T TaxOTEPA AVATTUGOOEVEC
QMELAEG YLO Ta BAAGOCLO OLKOOLOTAMATA, EVW TO HEYOADTEPO PEPOG TWVY MAACTLKWY TOL WKEAVOD MPOEPYETAL
arnd avdvtn. To RIPPLE, éva véo €pyo xpnpatodotolpevo amd to mpdypappa OplCovtag Evpwnn tng EE,
QVTIHETWTICEL AT TNV TPOKANGCN oTNY NNy TNG — €UMod{fovTag Ta MAACTIKA va KaTtaAEovy ota moTtduLa
Kat, TeAkd, otn 6dAacoa.

Y1é Tov oLVTOVIOUO TNG APXLTEKTOVLKAG ZXOANG Tou Mavemotnu{ov Tov ZAYKPEUT Kal e Kowompagio SeKaéEL
etai{pwv oe Kpoatia, EAAGSa kat lomavia, To RIPPLE cuvdudlel tn oxedlaoTikr okéWn, TNV KOwoToula Twv
makers, TNV EMOTAMN TWVY TTOALTWY KAl AVOoLXTA OLUMHMETOXIKA epyaAela o€ Ula Mpooéyylon KabBodnyolevn and
TNV KowodTNTA TMoL EEMeEPVA TOv KaBaplopd. Evalobntomnolel, ekmadedel KOl EVOUVAPWVEL TOLG TOAITEG Kol
TOLG TOMLKOUC @OopelC WOTE va AAAAEOLY CULUTMEPLPOPEC, €VW HETATPEMEL TA OLAAEYMEVA TIAQOTIKE o€
TMOAOTIHOULG MéPOoLG Héoa amd TMPOOLTEG TeXVoAoyiec makers.

To RIPPLE xti{Cet éva moAveninedo mAaiolo émov n mpdAnwn, n eknaidsvon kat n enavayprion dnutovpyolv
MIKPEC OAAG LOXLPEC QAAQYEC — KLU TLOMOUG — Tou eEeAlooovTal o€ gLUOTNUIKG AVTIKTUTIO, KLWNTOTMOLWVTOG
KoWwOTNTEC, oxoAela Kal MOA(TEC WG GLVONULOLPYODG ADCEWVY.

«Ta mMAaOTIKE TwWv moTauwv 6ev elvat Hovo meptBAAAovTiKO mpdBAnua aAAd kat mpdkAnon
oxeblaouol Kat Kowwdtntag. Me to RIPPLE BéAouus va oTaUATACOVUE TA TAQOTIKA MPLY GTAOOVY OTO
vEPS — Kat va Oeiéovue 6Tt 60a OUVAAEYovue umopovv va yi{vouv MOPo¢ yla UAdnon Kat Tomikh
KawoTtoulia.»

— Roberto Vdovi¢, cuvtovioThG, ApXITEKTOVIKH ZXOAR, MaveMIOTAMLO TOV ZAYKPEWUT

H NMPOZEITIZH RIPPLE

MpéAnyn MapakoAovOnon MeTAOXNUATLOMOG Evéuvdauwon
2xebLa0TIKEG MapeUBaoEL H emoTtAnn Twy MOALTWY Ta GUAAEYUEVA TTAQOTLKA >xoAela, moAlteg kat
avAavTn, MPLW TA MAACTIKA KoL avoLyTtd epyaAeia yivovtal népol péoa amnd Totmkol popelc wg
@TdooLY OTA MOTAMLA. KOTAypAaQouy Ta TMPOOLTEG TEXVOAOYIEG ouvonuLovpyol AVGEWVY.
anoppi{ppaTa. makers.
MPOZKAHZH HORIZON-MISS-2025-03-OCEAN-02 — gpyaAelo0rikn yla 6nudoteg apyég yla ta BaAdoola
MAQOTIKA Kot amopp{ppaTa amnd To MOTAUL OTOV WKEAVD

TYNOZ APAZHZ Apdon Kawotoupiog (HORIZON-IA)

ZYNTONIZTHZ ApXLTEKTOVIKA ZXOAH, MAVETOTAMULO TOL ZAYKPEUT

KOINOMPAZIA 16 etaipol - 3 xwpeg (Kpoatia, EAAGD, lomavia)

ZYMOQNIA ap. 101296045

EMIXOPHIHZHZ

ENAPZH 1 enteuBplov 2026

WEB ripple-project.eu

ZXETIKA ME TO RIPPLE To RIPPLE («MtKkpé¢ aAAQyEG. ZUOTNULKOG avTiKTUTOG.») €lvat €pyo Touv OpiCovta Evpwnn oto mAaiclo
NG AnooToArlG TNG EE «AmMOKATAOTOON TWY WKEAVWY KOl TWY LBATWY pag», pe évapEn tnv 1n ZemteuBplov 2026. TomoOG:
ripple@arhitekt.hr - ripple-project.eu

Xpnuatodote{tal and tTnv Evpwmnaikhi Evwon. Ot andyelg mov dlatunwvovTol e(val AmoKAELOTIKE

XpnpatodoTteitatl
****} anéd TOU OULVTAKTN/TWY OLVTAKTWY Kot 6gv avtikatomTtp{Couy KAT' OvAyKn TG amOyelg TNG
5(**,, TNV Evpwnaiki Evpwmnaikrig Evwaong A tng xopnyovoag apxnc. O0Te n Evpwnaik Evwaon o0te n xopnyoboa apxn
‘Evwon Umopoly va BewpnBoiv LIEDBLYVEG YU’ AVTEG. - ZuPPWVia emyopriynong ap. 101296045



